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River Characteristic: Gradient – Very Fast 
Description 
Gradient is the general slope, or the change in vertical elevation per unit of horizontal distance, of the water 
surface in a flowing stream. The very fast gradient is defined as having a change in the vertical elevation of the 
water surface of a flowing stream greater than 70.0 feet per mile. 

General Condition of Feature 
Very fast gradient streams do not occur in the Lake Erie basin. 


