
PRESCRIPTION FOR MUSHROOM POP ATLANTA MANAGEMENT UNIT

COMPARTMENT 35; 34; 37 STANDS 7,38;55;18 174
STAND DESCRIPTIONS
These stands consist of Northern Hardwoods: basswood, sugar maple, some beech, oak, ash, etc.  Sites range from medium to high quality.  Basal Area varies stand to stand.  Stand 18 is /are pole thinnings.  Stand(s) 7,55,38 are sawtimber.  Special Concerns: Red Shouldered Hawk and Goshawk—USE STATE POLICY;  Big tree marking near County roads.
Management Objective: Quality Northern hardwoods obtained through single tree selection.

TREATMENT OBJECTIVES FOR ALL STANDS
1) Pole tree release, where poles predominate. Crop Tree release where sawtimber is more common.  Poles are 4.6 to 10 inches dbh; sawtimber is 10 inches dbh and greater.

2) Manage for the best tree in place.  Favor ash, sugar maple, and red oak.

3) Reduce stand basal area to approximately 77 ft2  in poletimber and 85 ft2 in sawtimber.  It is important to take BA of trees 4.6 inches dbh and greater while marking to maintain stand quality. 

4) Create regeneration holes to allow for the establishment of northern hardwood regeneration.

5) Retain members of the minor species component of the stand.  Include conifer for diversity.  

6) Retain selected wildlife den trees in various sizes, and all nest trees used by raptors.

7) Retain guard trees at the edge of the stand to protect stems from excessive light disturbance.

8) Mark one 12” or larger defective tree every seven acres with a “p”.  Do not tally volume, but turn in count to project forester.  These trees will be cut and left when the sale is done.

MARKING PRESCRIPTION
1) In pole stands, where 4.6” to 9.5” trees predominate, locate 50-75 crop trees per acre spaced approximately 25-27 feet apart.  The crop tree release will consist of creating a seven-foot opening around the crown of the tree.  This means that adjoining lesser quality dominants, codominants, and intermediates within 7 feet will have to be marked for removal.  In the case where two high quality trees are adjacent, thin out around both of them.

2) In sawtimber stands, where trees greater than 9.6” DBH predominate, the crop tree release will consist of removing the two nearest lesser quality crown competitors from the dominant, codominant, and intermediate size classes, and then removing high risk and cull trees until the basal area target is reached.  It is not desirable or acceptable to remove all defective stems during this cutting cycle.  It is critical to meet the basal area target.

3) Do not mark trees on any slope greater than 30%, nor within 100 feet of water.  Stay off slopes by wetlands, streams, or swamps.  Protect the soil and water resources.

4) It may be necessary to mark out skid trails.  Consult with DNR Forester beforehand.

5) Keep in mind the inverted J shaped curve desirable in hardwood stands that relates to number of trees in diameter classes.  Diameter limit cuts are not desirable.

6) No marking should occur with snow on the ground, nor when tree bark is wet.

7) Contractor should anticipate some marking evaluation from project manager.

Crop trees are defined as trees that have the potential of making a grade one sawlog when they are mature.  A grade one sawlog is any tree capable of producing 16 feet of clear lumber.  A crop tree can be ANY species of tree.  It is important to manage for the best tree in place at all times.  Emphasis will be placed on growing ash, sugar maple, and red oak.  It is not desirable to mark all large aspen, nor to mark all aspen and ironwood from the stand.  It should be managed as any other hardwood tree.  Consideration should be given to oak and beech mast production.

TIMBER TALLY

All species are to be tallied separately, both when marking sawtimber and when cruising pulpwood.  Tally method and cards must be approved in advance.   Method will include recording the residual BA for each cruise point.  The pulpwood will be cruised using 3 x 3 chain grid over the sale area (generally).  Each stand (or unit) will be cruised (or marked and tallied) separately.  Pulpwood cruising and marking tally for each stand (or unit) must be summarized before turning it in.  Tally cards and summary will be given to the DNR forester administering the contract.  The consultant will do no computer entry. Trees will be marked on opposite sides with orange paint and with a stump mark which reaches the ground.  Stump marks should be in protected areas on the stump, so they are not easily rubbed off by passing equipment.  Pulpwood trees should be marked with a slash.  Log trees should be marked with a slash and one dot for each log called in the tree.  Diameters should be measured in log trees. 

All cruised points must be marked with bright contrasting flagging at plot center and with an overhanging ribbon.  The overhanging flagging must have the plot number and initialed by the cruiser in permanent ink.  Cruiser should map cruise points and any roads, trails, ponds, streams, decking areas, or anything else which may effect operability.  Map should be turned in with cruise sheets.  Cruise sheets should have the header filled in with sale name, cruiser name, date of cruise, stand and compartment number.

The Product Standards for the Northern Lower Peninsula will apply: a pulpwood stick or log is 100 inches. long.  A pulpwood stick has a minimum D.B.H. of 4.6 inches.  For logs a 100 inch. segment must have a diameter of at least 8” D.I.B. (9”D.O.B.) at the small end.  Hardwood logs must have at least 65% useable wood, and softwood logs must have at least 50% useable wood. All cruisers should know stoppers and deductions, and be completely familiar with DNR product standards.  Market conditions may require modifications to these standards for some species.  The contract administrator will advise.

REGENERATION HOLES may have to be created in order to hasten stand development toward a more varied structure.  In the portions of these stands with sawtimber, establish five 30-foot regeneration holes per acre.  In poletimber, create only one 30-foot regeneration hole per acre.  Regeneration holes will be created in areas of lesser quality trees if possible.  If only high quality trees exist on any particular acre, then regeneration holes will be deferred.   It is not desirable to mark all defective trees in a stand.  Use the crop tree release methods discussed in The Compleat Marker and in the DNR training course.  The average stand BA will conform to guidelines listed in Treatment Objectives listed above.  This will include regeneration holes.

FELLING HOLES should be marked out to help get timber out of the woods with minimal damage.  De-formed stems under the canopy of trees to be felled should be marked as outlined in the Compleat Marker

FIELD CHECKS will be preformed by the DNR Forester assigned to the sale.   Marking must conform to above standards, average Basal Area must be within +/- 10 sq. ft., and 70% of plots checked should be within this tolerance also.  Cruise points will be randomly checked.   

If unfamiliar with the Compleat Marker or the Product Standards, contact DNR forester.

