
starts with a backfire, followed by
lighting the flanks, and finished by
lighting the upwind side of the
burn site called the head of the
site.  This headfire will move rapid-
ly towards the flanks and backfire.

A strip head fire burns slight-
ly faster than a backfire, is rela-
tively safe, and works well for
burning rectangular or odd shaped
parcels. It is also cost-effective.   A
series of strips are lit, starting at

the downwind side of the site,
burning only one at a time.  Ideal
when burning with a limited num-
ber of personnel. Remember when
choosing a burn technique, your
level of experience with burning,
and that of your burn crew, should
be a major factor in  your choice.

Summary
Prescribed burning is an

important management tool to

maintain native
grassland communi-
ties.  An objective is
established and a
burn plan is devel-
oped which meets
the burn objective.
Experienced and
trained individuals
conduct the burn
under the guidance
of a burn plan.
Neigh-bors, local law
enforcement agen-
cies, and local fire
departments should
be notified.  Safety is
always the top prior-
ity for the burn.

Private Land Partnerships: This partnership was formed between both private
and public organizations in order to address private lands wildlife issues. Individuals share
resources, information, and expertise. This landowner’s guide has been a combined effort
between these groups working towards one goal: Natural Resources Education. We hope this
manual provides you with the knowledge and the motivation to make positive changes for our
environment.

FOR ADDITIONAL
CHAPTERS CONTACT:
Michigan United
Conservation Clubs
PO Box 30235
Lansing, MI 48909
517/371-1041

PRESCRIBED BURNING

FOR ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE: CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

PRESCRIBED BURN PLAN (attach aerial photo)

Landowner:
Address:
Location of Burn: County ________ Township________    Range ________

Section________ Field # _________
Burn Objective: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Burn target date(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Desired Burn Conditions: Wind Speed __________ Wind Direction _________
Relative Humidity __________           Soil Moisture __________

Parties to Notify
Local Fire Dept.________________ Sheriff's Dept. _________________
Resource  Agency ______________ Neighbors _____________________________________________

Fire Plan: indicate on aerial photo the wind direction, fire lanes, location and type, back-up fire lanes, firing
sequence and hazards such as roads, buildings, power lines, etc.

Suppression  in Event of Escape Plan: Discontinue firing sequence.  Leave sufficient personnel with the pre-
scribed burn to prevent further escape.  Remainder of crew suppress escaped fire.  Notify local department if
necessary.

Equipment Needs Rake ___________ Swatters ___________   Drip torches _____________
Backpack Sprayers ____________________  Water Wagons ____________
Other ________________________________________________________

Burn Crew:
Fire Boss __________________ L-Flank fire _________________
Backfire __________________ Water Wagon ________________
R-flank fire _________________ Mop-up ____________________


